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the truth/' We not therefore wonder that the Pandavas
were attributed a divine origin by their contemporaries
and their successors.
Sceptics and questioners are, however, found in every
age and the Mahabharata itself furnishes'the evidence
that the legitimacy of the Pandavas was doubted even
then. Some said in Hastinapura that they were the
sons of Pandu, and others said, how could they be, for
Pandu was dead long since. But after all they said
" welcome are they; happy are we to hail the sons
of Pandu." * It was this doubt probably about their
origin which was at the root of the ever-increasing
jealousy which sprung between them and the sons of
Dhritarashtra and which at last ended in the great
conflict on the plains of Kuru Kshetra.
Yudhishthira or Dharma was older than Duryodhana
by one year, while Bhima and Duryodhana are said in
the Mahabharata to have been born on the same day.
The other brothers appear therefore to have been
younger each at least by one year. It is not mentioned
how old the Pandavas were when they were brought to
Hastinapura, but their early training was imparted to
them in the ancestral home under the eye of Drona, a
Brahmin teacher versed in the Vedas as well as in
archery. He was specially engaged for the purpose and
taught the hundred and six boys given to him as pupils
with the same care. But Arjuna, the middle Pandava,
was his favourite pupil and outshone all the others in
the art of throwing the arrow. The bow and the arrow
1 Ahuh   kechinnatasyaite tasyaite iti   chapare,   &c.    17   and    18,
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